Comparative studies of the ingestive behaviors produced by microinjections of muscimol into the midbrain raphe nuclei of the ventral tegmental area of the rat.
Microinjection of the GABA-A agonist muscimol into the median (MR) or dorsal (DR) raphe nuclei or the ventral tegmental area (VTA) of non-deprived rats induced intense feeding and drinking in a dose-dependent and site-specific manner. Lower doses of muscimol were required to increase food intake, spillage and water intake with injections into the MR than with injections into the other two sites. These data demonstrate that the MR is a more sensitive site for the elicitation of ingestive behavior than either the DR or the VTA.